


JPRS 77788 
9 April 1981 


Latin America Report 


No. 2284 








|FBIS| FOREIGN BROADCAST INFORMATION SERVICE 








NOTE 


JPRS publications contain information primarily from foreign 
newspapers, periodicals and books, but aleo from news agency 
transmissions and broadcasts, Materiales from foreign-language 
sources are translated; those from English-language sources 
are transcribed or reprinted, with the original phrasing and 
other characteristics retained, 


Headlines, editorial reports, and material enclosed in brackets 
[] are supplied by JPRS. Processing indicators such as [Text] 
or [Excerpt] in the first line of each item, or following the 
last line of a brief, indicate how the original information was 
processed, Where no processing indicator is given, the infor- 
mation was summarized or extracted, 


Unfamiliar names rendered phonetically or transliterated are 
enclosed in parentheses. Words or names preceded by a ques- 
tion mark and enclosed in parentheses were not clear in the 
original but have been supplied as appropriate in context. 
Other unattributed parenthetical notes within the body of an 
item originate with the source. Times within items are as 
given by source. 


The contents of this publication in no way represent the poli- 
cies, views or attitudes of the U.S. Government. 


PROCUREMENT OF PUBLICATIONS 


JPRS publications may be ordered from the National Technical 
Information Service, Springfield. Virginia 22161. In order- 
ing, it is recommended that the JPRS number, title, date and 
author, if applicable, of publication be cited. 


Current JPRS publications are announced in ewetame ot Rep nt 
Anmennes meats issued semi-monthiy by the National Technical 
Information Service, and are listed in the Monthly aul'k of 
U.S. Government Publications issued by the Superintendent o 
Documents, U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 
20402. 


Indexes to this report (by keyword, author, personal names, 
title and series) are available from Bell & Howell, Old 
Mansfield Road, Wooster, Ohio 44691. 


Correspondence pertaining to matters other than procurement 
may be addressed to Joint Publications Research Service, 
1000 North Glebe Road, Arlington, Virginia 22201. 








JPRS 777886 


9 April 19861 


LATIN AMERICA REPORT 


No. 2264 


CONTENTS 


ENERGY ECONOMICS 





ARGENT LNA 
Briefe 
Turbines for Thermo-Power Plant l 
Oil Well, Refineries l 
New Petrochemical Project I 
BOLIVIA 
Briets 
Oil Monopoly Ended d 
Mineral, Metals Exports 2 
COUNTRY SECTION 
ANTIGUA 
Briets 
Agriculture Neglect j 
ARGENTINA 


Paper Assesses Viola Visit to United States 


(EL ECONOMISTA, 20<26 Mar B81) cn cccc cece eee were eeeeeeeeeeeeee l 
Pact on Steel Project Signed With Japan 

(KYODO, 27 Mar BL) ..cceuee TUTTTITELILITITITTTITrriiiiriiiri 6 

»nomic Cooperation Agreement Signed With Japan 

CTHLAM, 27 Maer GL) acccccccccccccccccccccccccccecccccccecccesess b 
briets 

New Immigration Law Approved 10 

BARBADOS 

Briets 

identity Regulation 1] 


-a- [III - LA = 144] 














Argentina Accused of Imposing Conditions on Beagle Talks 
(AFP, 27 Mar Al) srrpeprpreepeeeeeeeeeeee ee ee ee eee ee eee ae eee ee ee ee eee 


Hriefé 
Central Bank President 


CUBA 
Briefe 
National Work Organization Meeting 
Public Health Clinic 
Public Health Achievemente 
ECUADOR 
Participation of 11 Parties in 1983 Elections Validated 
(EL COMERCIO, 2k Feb 81) *seeeeeeeeeeepeeeeeeeeeeeeeeree een eeer ee erm emcee 
Workers’ Alternative Measures to Government Plans Given 
(EL COMERCIO, ek Feb 81) see eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeereeereeereer eee erm eee 
EL SALVADOR 
FDR Spokesman in Costa Rica Comments on Leftist Gains 
(Jose Francisco Aguilar Burgarelli Interview; EL DIA, 22 Feb 81) . 
PARAGUAY 
Detainees’ Fate, Release Demands 
(ULTIMA HORA, 27 Mar 8l; AFP, 27 Mar 81) se eeeeeeeeneeaeeeeeeee ee ee 
Journalists’ Communique 
Call for Release 
PERU 


Study Shows Buying Power Rise Fails To Benefit Public Sector 
(EL COMERCIO, 23 Feb 81) eee eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeneeeeeeeeerereer eee ee ee ee 


ST KITTS-NEVIS 


Premier Finds Bright Spots in Coalition's First Year 
(ADVOCATE-NEWS , 28 Feb 81) eee eeeeeeeeeeereeee 8 seer eeeee® re ef fe ef 


ST LUCIA 


Anthony Resigns Cabinet Post in Face of Louisy-Odlum Rift 
(ADVOCATE-NEWS , 2 Mar 81) eer et eeeeeeeneneeeeeeeeee ee ee eee se eee eeee® 


16 














Touriem Palle Off, Little Hope Seen for lmprovement 
(Guy Pllis,; ADVOCATE-NEWGS , ej Feb Al) >reeepeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeneeeeeeee* 4] 


Briefe 
Louie, on Land Tenure 33 
OT VINCENT 
Briefs 
New Sugar Crop sh, 


TRINIDAD AND TORAU 


State-Owned Sugar Company Faces Oontinuing Losses 


(TRINIDAD GUARDIAN, 26 Feb 81) ...cecsceccecesvecscecccvess TeETEY 35 
Fedehem Workere To Return Following Ministry Ultimatum 
(ADVOCATE<~NEWS, 21 Feb G1) .nccceceesceceveceees TEETTTTLEE eceee 37 











ARGENTINA 
ENERGY ECONOMICS 


BRIEFS 


TURBINES FOR THERMO-POWER PLANI--Bahia Blanca, 18 Mar (TELAM)--Engineer 
Aldo Parenza, head of the Ingeniero White Thermoelectric Power Plant 
disclosed that the second turbine for the new plant will be shipped 
from the Soviet Union around April-May and that practically all the 
equipment for the plant will be received during the course of the year, 
which will allow assembling of the plant ahead of time. [Buenos Aires 
TELAM in Spanish 0543 GMT 18 Mar 81 rY 


OLL WELL, REF INERIES--Mendoza, 27 Feb (TELAM)--The president of Government 
Oil Deposits (YPF), Engineer Carlos Benaglia, has revealed that oil well 
No 4 at Mala Del Medio, in southern Mendoza Province, is producing 

230 cubic meters of petroleum per day. He also said that YPF is calling 
for bids on the major refinery conversion project for transforming heavy 
products into intermediate light. The two refineries to be affected by 


the $500 million project will be Lujan and La Plata. [Buenos Aires TELAM 
in Spanish 27 Feb 81 PY] 





NEW PETROCHEMICAL PROJECT--Buenos Aires, 26 Mar (TELAM)--The national 
government has approved the investment of $163,830,000 by the Dow Chemical 
Co, as capital earmarked for the construction in Neuquen Province of 
factories of Petroquimica Norpatagonica Inc. The project consists of two 
new plants for the production of ethylene and polyethyiene which will be 
built in Centenario, 25 km from the provincial capital, at a total cost 
of $356 million. [Buenos Aires TELAM in Spanish 0945 GMT 26 Mar 81 PY] 
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ENERGY ECONOMICS BOLIVIA 


BRIEFS 


OIL MONOPOLY ENDED--La Paz, 19 Mar (AFP)--The government has put an end to 
the monopoly that had been held on the sale of lubricants by the Bolivian 
Government Oil Deposits (YPFB). Shell Petroleum is beginning to market 
lubricants for cars and for mining and textile industries. I its trade 
and corporate liberalization policy, the Bolivian Government has already 
authorized che operation of Exxon, Amoco and Occidental oil companies. 
[Paris AFP in Spanish 0531 GMT 20 Mar 81 PY] 


MINERAL, METALS EXPORTS--The total value of Bolivia's exports of minerals 
and metals in 1980 was $641.1 million, some $49.4 million (8.4 percent) 
more than in 1979, reports the Ministry of Mines and Metallurgy. The 
increase in 1980 was less than had been expected, having been predicted 

to exceed $700 million. The value of tin exports fell from $403 million 

in 1979 to $39) million in 1980; zine fell from $42.6 million to 

$36.6 million; antimony fell from $29.5 million to $26.4 million, and 

other minerals fell from $22.5 million to $21.74 million. The value 

of silver exports rose from $58.2 million in 1979 to $118.3 million in 1980. 
Exports of tungsten rose from $36.1 million in 1979 to $47.3 million in 1980. 
[La Paz PRESENCIA in Spanish 11 Mar 81 p 8 PY) 
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COUNTRY SECTION ANTIGUA 


BRLEFS 


AGRICULTURE NEGLECT--St Johns, Antigua, Friday, (CANA)--Opposition Leader 
Robert Hall Wednesday night attacked the Antigua Government's policy on agri- 
culture as Parliament completed debate on Government's EC$163 million (1 EC 
dollar is 37 cents US) 1981 budget. Mr Hall accused the Government of not 
doing enough for agriculture. "With independence forthcoming, more should be 
done to encourage farmers to produce. Antigua used to be a country which ex- 
ported crops like onions, pumpkins, tomatoes and sweet potatoes," Mr Hall, a 
farmer told Parliament. But he lamented that the country ‘now has to look to 
other islands for these commodities." [Text] [Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in 
English 28 Feb 81 p 3] 
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COUNTRY SECTION ARGENTLNA 


PAPER ASSESSES VIOLA VISIT TO UNITED STATES 
PY252127 Buenos Aires EL ECONOMISTA in Spanish 20-26 Mar 81 p 1 


|Unattributed commentary entitled: "The Geopolitical Framework of Viola's 
Visit" |] 


{Text] The main reason why General Viola was invited to the United States 
is of an international political nature: the complex situation of security 
in Latin America, 


It can be said that the United States is a country that upholds a policy 

that is in keeping with its traditions and that it basically is competing 

in the intert.:tional level with the Soviet Union, This competition takes 

on different forms. One of them is the effort that the Soviets are making 

to intervene in Latin America--an intervention which is usually done through 
thicd parties--something which is completely unacceptable to the United States. 


In this regard the Carter administration sought to achieve above all a 
political-economic solution. Without disregarding this political-economic 
factor, however, Ronald Reagan has placed more importance on gaining military 
power. But this military power must be accompanied by a prudent, gradual 

and certain political opening process in those countries that are led by 
military governments. 


Why does Reagan support Viola? Mainly because he thinks Viola is a firm defender 
of Western values and because he promotes a certain, prudent but gradual 
political opening process. Why does Reagan support Pinochet? Because he also 
sees in him a firm defender i Western values and because at present there is 

no other foreseeable alternative in Chile (like that supported by Gen Leigh) to 
achieve a political opening process, mainly because of the left's great 

political and electoral support, the present domestic military situation and 

the ideological polarization. 


But this support for Viola and Pinochet is a tactic within an overall strategy: 
the struggle against Soviet influence in Latin America. This will be a priority 
military objective whenever there is a struggle, like the one in El Salvador. 
This is why it is very likely that Argentina will participate in this struggle-- 
particularly after the statement made by Gen Alfredo Saint Jean--if the 
Salvadoran officials request such aid. 











lt remains to be seen how Brazil will react to an Argentine decision in this 
regard, since such a situation would reverse the roles played by the two 
countries in world war and the Santo Domingo military intervention, 


but there is still another factor: Argentine military priority may shift 
from the southern region to Central America, particularly now that the border 
dispute with Chile has Laken another course. 
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COUNTRY SECTION ARGENTINA 


PACT ON STEEL PROJECT SIGNED WITH JAPAN 
OW270355 Tokyo KYODO in English 0337 GMT 27 Mar 81 


[Text] Buenos Aires March 26 KYODO--A broad agreement was signed here 
Thursday on Japan's investment in an Argentine steel mill expansion project, 
finally ending negotiations which have continued on-again off-again, for the 
past several years. 


A visiting Japanese government-industry mission, led by Nippon Steep Corp. 

Vice President Kanae Harada, signed the agreement, pledging a dollar 50 million 
investment in the expansion program for Sodad Mixtra Siderurgia Argentina 
(SOMISA). 


The agreement has, in effect, cleared the last remaining obstacle in the way 
of Japanese-Argentine contracts for plants and equipment, including those 
for construction of a hot strip mill at the Argentine state-run steelworks. 


A joint statement issued shortly afterward assured the Japanese that the 
Argentine government will soon give the go-ahead for contracts linked to 
the Japanese investm. nt. 


According to an industry estimate, the value of the total contracts could come 
to some doliar 500 million. 


A consortium of Ishikawajima-Harima Heavy Industries, Mitsubishi Heavy 
Industries and Mitsubishi Corp. is expecting an Argentine order for construc- 
tion of a hot strip mill valued at dollar 150 million at present estimates. 


Other Japanese consortia have negotiated sales of plants and equipment for 
electrification of the Roca Railway on the outskirts of Buenos Aires, for 
modernization of a communication network and for construction of a hydro- 
electric power plant on Yacireta Island on the Rio Parana between Argentina 
and Paraguay. 


At a press conference, Argentine Economy Minister Jose Alfredo Martinez de Hoz 
praised the agreement which he called a symbol of expanding Argentine-Japanese 
economic cooperation. 


The Japanese mission leader said the agreement marked the beginning of new 
relationships between the two countries. 











Ihe agreement came just three days before Argentine president-des ignate 
Roberto Viola takes office Sunday, succeeding Jorge Videla. 


Videla, who has provided leadership in promoting the SOMISA expansion project, 
visited Tokyo in October 1979, formally seeking Japanese investment and 
cooperation in the project, 


Initially, Argentina sought dollar 200 million in Japanese investment but 
later reduced the amount to dollar 50 million. 


In a move apparently aimed at prodding the Japanese to meet the Argentine 
request, Videla put a freeze last year on contracts previously awarded 
Japanese business groups. 


Martinez de Hoz indicated Videla will be ready to give the final approval 


for the Roca line project Friday at the earliest, 20 years after negotiations 
first started on this project. 
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COUNTRY SECTION ARGENTINA 


ECONOMIC COOPERATION AGREEMENT SIGNED WITH JAPAN 
PY 301918 Buenos Aires TELAM in Spanish 1130 GIT 27 Mar 41 


[Text] Buenos Aires, 27 Mar (TELAM)--Economy Minister Jose Alfredo Martinez 
de Hoe etated yesterday that Argentina and Japan are real economic partners 
in promoting mutual general economic development. He aleo stressed the 
importance of the technological contribution provided by that country through 
a number of agreements, the most important of which makes available the sum 
of $50 million as capital stock in the Argentine Joint Iron and Steel 
Association [SOMISA]. 


Martines de Hoz spoke after a short ceremony which took place in the Padilla 
Room of the Economy Ministry, during which a joint communique was signed by 


a delegation of Japanese businessmen, headed by Mr Kanae Harada, and the 
economy minister. 


The communique save that positive and encouraging talks have been held regard- 
ing the possibilities of trade between the two countries and the prospects 
opened by the agreements which have been concluded in various production 

areas between the Japanese sector and Argentine companies. 


The document stresses t ¢ both parties agree on the fact that the visit to Japan 
by President Jorge Rafael Videla in October 1979 on an invitation from the 


government of that country, was one of the most important events in the relations 
between the two countries. 


Detaile are then given of the agreements concluded, which are: A) an agreement 
on the investment by a consortium of Japanese companies of a sum in yen 
equivalent to $50 million in SOMISA for stage 1 of its expansion plan; B) an 
agreement to draft a direct turn-key contract for the delivery of rolling mill 
wnit No 2 for the SOMISA plant expansion plan (stage 1) aimed at increasing 
national iron and steel production; C) the implementation of the contracts 
signed for the first etage of the electrification of the Roca Railway Line; 

D) a preliminary award of about 360,000 telephone lines to modernize the 
Argentine communications system; E) a decision to seek a cooperation agreement 
for the generation of electrical energy. 


In the short speech he gave after the signing of the communique, Martinez de Hoz 
pointed out the importance of being able to count on technological cooperation 
from the Nippon Steel Company, which is foremost in the world in iron and steel 





production and whose vice chairman is Kanae Warada, head of the visiting 
delegation, We also expressed his satisfaction over the agreements which 
have been reached and are the crowning point of our efforts, 


in turn, Mr Narada said that Japan can cooperate toward Argentine economic 
development, both by providing capital and technology and by supporting the 
effort to inerease productivity, 


the Japanese companies represented in the delegation are: Nippon Stee! 
Corporation; Mitsubishi Heavy Industries, Limited; Ishikawajima-Harima Heavy 
industries Company; Mitsubishi Electric Corporation; Toshiba Corporation; 
Hitachi, Limited; Nippon Electric, Limited; Marubeni Corporation; C,. Itoh and 
Company, Limited; the Industrial Bank of Japan, Limited, and the Bank of Tokyo, 
Limited, 


Meanwhile, the national government has approved the SOMISA expansion plan, 

aiming at increasing the production capacity of the company to 4.3 million 

tone of steel per year by installing the rolling mill unit and making other 
investments totalling $1.1 billion, 


CSO: W110 








COUNTRY SECTION ARGENTINA 


NEW LMMIGRATION LAW APPROVED--Buenos Aires, 24 Mar (TELAM)=-The promotion of 
useful and beneficial immigration for the country--in accordance with ite 

needs and in relation to foreigners whose cultural characteristics permit 

an adequate integration into Argentine society-<is one of the main objectives 

of the new law on general migration and the promotion of immigration promulgated 
by the national government yesterday. The new Law--registered as No 22,499, 
replacing law No 817, known as the Avellaneda Law~--includes all the regulations 
on the rights and obligations of foreigners in the country and establishes the 
necessary bases for outlining future population needs. The new law establishes 
realistic bases and attitudes for the practical, concrete and tangibie promotion 
of immigration by offering attractive opportunities, possibilities of develop- 
ment, cooperation in settling immigrante and the possibility for immigrante 

to bring their work equipment and household goods. The new law sets regulations 
for selecting possible immigrants, their temporary housing and their integration 
through the creation of the national population fund, which will be under the 
jurisdiction of the Interior Ministry. The law aleo regulates the conditional 
requirements for granting--prior to an evaluation--their admission in accordance 
with the changing nature of the immigration policies in the various processes 
for admitting foreigners. The new law also exemptse--as long as there is 
reciprocity--the entrance and stay of foreign consular and diplomatic officials 
of international organizations to which Argentina belongs, including their 
wives or husbands and relatives as well as the foreigners who have been given 
diplomatic, offical or courtesy visas by government officials. [Excerpt] 
[P¥252210 Buenos Aires TELAM in Spanish 1300 GMT 24 Mar 81) 
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COUNTRY SECTION BARBADOS 


BRIEFS 


IDENTITY REGUL \TION--Ae from March 1, 1961 all immigrants, permanent residents, 
citizens or holders of work permits or persons living in Barbados for periods 
in excess of six months will be required to state their National Registration 
Number or show their Barbados Identification Card when passing through Immigra- 
tion at the Airport or the Seaport. This announcement was made yesterday by 
the Ministry of Defence and Security which aleo pointed out that travellers 
were being asked to ensure that they were in possession of this information 
when going through Immigration formalities so as to avoid unnecessary delay. 
(GIS) [Text] [Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 21 Feb 81 p 1] 
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QOUNTRY SECTION CHILE 


ARGENTINA ACCUSED OF IMPOSING CONDITIONS ON BEAGLE TALKS 
PY272100 Paria APP in Spanish 0528 GT 27 Mar 41 


[Text] Santiago, Chile, 27 Mar (AFP)--The newspaper EL MERCURIO etated here 
today that once again the Argentine government wishes to place conditions 
on the developments and results of the pope's mediation on the conflict with 
Chile over the Beagle Channel. 


In its main Friday editorial the daily refers to the Argentine anewer de- 
livered to Pope John Paul II to his 12 December 1980 peace proposal to solve 
the 100-year conflict. 


PL MERCURIO pointe out that from the customary statements made by the Argentine 
Government which are published in Buenos Aires one concludes that the anewer 
which has now been delivered is very complex and that it includes elements, 
alternatives and points of view which did not appear in the pope's proposal. 


The newspaper points out that although there is no precise information on those 
changes, they seem to be related to the renewed Argentine pretension to 
sovereignty over the Chilean islands and the insistence that the Argentine 
doctrine of the so-called two-ocean principle be taken into account. 


It points out that the latter could mean that Argentina rejects the idea of 
a zone where resources would be shared or where the two countries ceuld carry 
out other activities jointly. 


EL. MERCURIO adds that if, in fact, the Argentine position is based on those 
two points--or similar ones--it would mean that the neighboring country has by 
no means changed its initial attitude despite the fact that almost 2 years have 
gone by since the mediation started. 


In EL MERCURIO's opinion this attitude is by no means in keeping with the 
commitments solemnly assumed in the Montevideo treaty (in which the two 
countries agreed to the pope's mediation), in which the two governments agreed 
to consider the mediator's proposals in good faith. 


The newrpaper adds that the fact that this would show an attitude which is 
not in keeping with the spirit which should prevail in this kind of process 
is even more serious. 


12 





The doyen of the Chilean presse corpse recalled that the essence of mediation 
is that the parties should reach a solution which is equally satisfactory 
and that for this it is necessary to make concessions and sacrifice pointes 
of view to allow a rapprochement. This was clearly understood by the two 
governments when they requested the mediation and was the main basis for his 
holiness to accept the role as mediator which has been requested by the 

two parties, 


The newspaper adds: However, the Buenos Aires government seems to have 
forgotten the basis of the process and has insisted on positions which 
are definitely unacceptable to Chile, 


One also recalle that the Chilean Government delivered ite answer in a timely 
manner (8 January 1981) and that, according to the statements of 

President Augusto Pinochet a few weeks ago, although it was of an affirmative 
nature the country was not fully satisfied, 


The newspaper points out that the pope had agreed to mediate without 
requesting any conditions. 


The editorial continues that it is well known that in difficult times, in 
December 1978, Argentina tried to condition the mediation on getting Chile 

to previously accept the key points of its position, among which was the issue 
of sovereignty over the southern islands and the two-ocean principle, for 
which it resorted to the threat of an armed attack. 


EL MERCURIO writes: In those circumstances the mediation would have only 
been 4 means to disguise the position of one of the parties, and in addition 
to being something Chile could not have accepted, it was a condition which 
no mediator could have even considered. 


The editorial ends by stating that the current Argentine Government's current 
position is curiously similar to those intentions. As in the past, such an 
attitude is not only unacceptable for the second party involved in the conflict, 
but is also a setting of conditions, which the August mediator had clearly 
rejected before accepting to mediate. 


CSO; W10 
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COUNTRY SECTLON CHILE 


BRIEFS 


CENTRAL BANK PRESIDENT--Spokesmen of the Chilean Central Bank have confirmed 
the resignation of the bank's president, Alvaro Bardon. Bardon will soon 
replace (Hernan Acui) as president of the Bank of Concepcion, [PY301522 
Santiago Chile Domestic Service in Spanish 1100 GMT 27 Mar 61 PY) 


Cso: 10 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


NATIONAL WORK ORGANIZATION MEETING=-The national meeting on the organization of 
work has ended after 2 days of sessions at the Central Organization of Cuban Trade 
Unions (CTC). The meeting was chaired by Roberto Veiga, alternate member of the 
party Politburo and CTC secretary general, and Joaquin Benavides, minister- 
president of the State Committee for Labor and Social Security. Veiga made the 
closing speech. He stressed the work of the labor movement in honor of the 
Second Party Congress and the push that has been given to the general wage reform. 
Veiga said one of the most important things in the organization of work has been 
the implementation of standards at the work place. Veiga hailed the main report 
rendered at the meeting by Joaquin Benavides, adding that we can reach the next 
work organization meeting with new achievements and increased productivity. 
[Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 2332 GMT 25 Mar 81] 


PUBLIC HEALTH CLIN!IC--Minister of Public Health Sergio del Valle, speaking at the 
inauguration of the |) De Marzo community polyclinic in Alamar, has emphasized 

that relevant achievements in this country in recent times have been the decrease 
of infant mortality rate and malnutrition as well as control of contagious diseases. 
This new polyclinic makes two in Alamar and 68 in Havana, del Valle reported. 

He also highlighted the positive work done by public health workers in Havana 
Province last year. [FL261405 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1100 GMT 

26 Mar 61) 


PUBLIC HEALTH ACHIEVEMENTS--The high level of public health care in Cuba, comparable 
only with chat of the world's more developed countries, has been stressed at the 
Fourth National Nursing Meeting inaugurated yesterday by Sergio del Valle, member 

of the party Politburo and minister of public health. It was reported at the 
meeting that the country already has more than 15,700 doctors, 14,000 nurses and 
13,000 nurses aides, plus thousands upon thousands of technicians. [Havana Domestic 
Service in Spanish 1200 GMT 27 Mar 81] 
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COUNTRY SECTION BCUADO! 


PARTICIPATION OF 11 PARTIES IN 1983 ELECTIONS VALIDATED 
Quito EL COMERCIO in Spanish 24 Feb 81 p 3 


[Text] After the 7 December 1980 elections, 11 political parties <-- three of them 
in urgent need of votes -- were validated for the 1983 section elections, provided 
new requests for listing are not submitted to the Supreme Flectoral Court [TSE]. 


The party system, established in Ecuador with the salutary intention of gaining 
the strengthening of a few political organizations, has not changed much in that 
respect, although after these last few years of intensive testing it has given a 
good glimpse of the future. 


The political party system was organized with the promulgation of the law ir 1977 
and it gained effectiveness in the first election in July 1978 with 14 organiza- 
tions. Today, after 3 years of full effectiveness with the vicissitudes of elec- 
tions, party splits and the difficulties and interpretations of the legal provi- 
sions, the number of mass organizations has wound up at eleven, with prospects 
that this figure will increase by 1983. 


Before it delivered the Listing credentials in 1978, the TSE left the PRIE [Indepen- 
dent Republican Party of Ecuador) by the wayside. Until then, that party had 
been headed by Vicente Levi Castillo and it even had a representative on the 
judiciary reorganization committees. 


The conservatives, the liberals, the socialists, CFP (Concentration of Popular 
Forces], ARNE (Ecuadorean Nationalist Revolutionary Action], Social Christian 
Party, PPP (Popular Patriotic Party], CID [Democratic Institutionalist Coalition], 
UDP [People's Democratic Union], followers of Jose Maria Velasco Ibarra, PNR [Na- 
tionalist Revolutionary Party], Democratic Left, followers of Guevara and FRA 
[Alfarist Radical Front] were the parties validated for running candidates in the 
16 July 1978 elections for provincial councilors and cantonal councilmen, mayors 


ané vice mayors. 


At that time, CPP emerged as the number one political force and it held that posi- 
tion until a short time ago. The Liberal Party, the Conservative Party and the 
Democratic Left followed it in order. 


The TSE applied the provisions of the law and canceled the listing of the ARNE, 
PPP and FRA parties, because they did not run candidates in at least 10 provinces 
either for councilors or councilmen. (The FRA was restored again as a political 
party under the constitutional regime). 














Thus, 11 of the 14 parties were left for the 1979 elections. However, the Socialist 
Party, the Guevarist Party, the Nationalist Revolutionary Party (PNR), the Democra~ 
tic Institutionalist Coalition (CID) and the Social Christian Party were also 
warned, because they had not obtained at least 5 percent of the votes cast. 


In July 1978, the majority of the provincial boards and cantonal councils were 
elected by popular vote and the minorities appointed by the dictatorship continued 
in office. 


CFP, the Liberal Party, the Conservative Party and ID [Democratic Left] won the 
vacancies and, in part, the expression by the citizens clarified the picture of 
what would happen the following year. 


On 29 April 1979, the Socialist Party and the Guevara Party were unable to meet 
the 5 percent minimum number of votes and their listing was removed from the re- 
gister of the Supreme Electoral Court. That loft nine of the 14 parties that 
started out in 1978. 


The Democratic People's Movement, which had been qualified before the election, 
got off on the wrong foot, because it was unable to obtain at least 5 percent of 
the votes cast in April 1979, just like the Velasco Party and the People's Demo- 
cratic Union (UDP). 


In that state of affairs, the FRA regained its party status and the Popular Demo- 
eracy Party-Christian Democratic Union, in its second attempt, succeeded in having 
its name listed in the TSE register. 


Thus, for the 7 December elections, 12 political parties remained validated. In 
the 1979 legislative election, CFP again emerged as the country's leading political 
force when it won the largest number of seats in the National Chamber of Represen- 
tatives. The Democratic Left came out in second place and the Liberal and Conser- 
vative parties were relegated to third and fourth place. 





In last 7 December elections, things changed radically. The Alfarist Radical 
Front obtained the largest number of votes in the elections for filling the mi- 
norities on the provincial boards and cantonal councils. 


Popular Democracy Party-Christian Democratic Union was in second place; the Demo- 
cratic Left, in third place; CFP, fourth place; the Liberal Party, fifth and the 
Conservative Party, sixth place. 


The Velasco Party and the UDP did not succeed in obtaining over 5 percent of the 
votes and, therefore, their respective listing in the register of political parties 
kept by the TSE will be canceled. 


For the 1983 elections, in which mayors, vice mayors and the majority of the pro- 
vincial councilors and cantonal councilmen will be elected, 11 parties have been 

validated, including the Democratic Party. Thus, they are: Liberal Party, Con- 

servative Party, CFP, Popular Democracy Party, Social Christian Party, CID, PNR, 

Democratic Left, FRA, MPD [Democratic People's Movement] and Democratic Party. 


The Social Christian Party, CID and PNR will necessarily have to obtain more than 
5 percent of the votes; otherwise, they will disappear. The parties law states 

that those parties not obtaining at least 5 percent of the votes cast in two suc- 
cessive pluripersonal elections will lose their listing with the TSE. In addition, 


political parties must participate at least in 10 of the country's provinces with 
their own candidates in pluripersonal elections. 
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COUNTRY SECTION ECUADOR 


WORKERS' ALTERNATIVE MEASURES TO GOVERNMENT PLANS GIVEN 

Quito FEL COMERCIO in Spanish 24 Feb 81 p 2 

(Text) ‘The Unified Workers Front has proposed several measures that could be, ac- 
cording to them, an alternative for the purpose of canceling the recent economic 
measures promulgated by the government, especially with regard to price increases 
for hydrocarbon derivatives and for the purpose of obtaining funds that will make 
the country's national defense and development possible. 

The measures were submitted for consideration by President Jaime Roldos with whom 
the leaders of the Unified Workers Front had a meeting. The president expressed 

a request for them to state what measures could be adopted and the worker leaders 
Stated them and, in turn, said that in case the proposal to nullify the economic 
measures is not heeded, the declaration of a national strike will be in effect. 
The following are the 12 measures proposed by the Unified Workers Front: 

1. Collection of securities not cashed and frozen in the Ministry of Finance. 

2. Nationalization of oi!’ in all its phases. 

{[3. Missing from source]. 

4. Agrarian reform and basically application of article 41 of the currently effec- 
tive Agrarian Reform Law and delivery of titles of ownership of their land to the 


natives and settlers in the Eastern Region. 


5. Tax reform, based on payment in accordance with earnings, in accordance with 
a plan to be submitted by the Unified Front. 


6. Control for foreign capital in accordance with the provisions of the Cartagena 
Agreement and state control of foreign exchange. 


7. importa’tion and marketing of spare parts, tires and lubricants by the state. 
8. Establishment of mixed enterprises in accordance with the Constitution. 
9. Socialization of measures as specified by the Constitution and extension of 


the medical service of the Ecuadorean Social Security Institute to the children, 
Spouse and parents of a participant who have no income. 
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10, Preeging of prices of basic commodities prevailing in December 1980 and publi- 
cation of those prices daily by the press. 


11, Opposition to raising transportation fares. 


12. In addition to these measures and in order to handle the emergency of the new 
act of aggression by Peruvian militarism, we propose that all Ecuadoreans contri- 
bute 20 percent of the monthly income on a one time basis and that businessmen con- 
tribute 20 percent of the net profits obtained in 1980. 


At the same time, as the worker leaders state in the document submitted to Presi- 
dent Roldos, the Unified Front declares that in case the proposal to nullify the 

economic measures is not heeded, the declaration of a national strike remains in 

effect. 


In turn, Jose Chavez, president of the Unified Front, stated, as he left the exe- 
cutive mansion, that the economic measures issued by the government are detrimen- 
tal to the country, because they have broken up unity and that this is the reason 
for the situation that we are now experiencing. 


A good response to this would be for the government to cancel the economic measures 
and so that, once the serious problem that we have with Peru has been settled, we 
can discuss this matter with the president very patriotically, sincerely and fully. 


10,042 
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COUNTRY SECTION EL SALVADOR 


FDR SPOKESMAN IN COSTA RICA COMMENTS ON LEFTIST GAINS 
Montevideo EL DIA in Spanish 22 Feb 81 pp 11, 18 


[Telephone interview with Jose Francisco Aguilar Burgarelli, Costa Rican journalist 
and spokesman of the Revolutionary Democratic Front of El Salvador, by EL DIA; date 
and place not given] 


[Text] In accordance with EL DIA's priority objective of offering as complete news 
coverage as possible and acquainting its readers with the various versions of what 
is occurring in El Salvador, it conducted a telephone interview with Jose Francisco 
Aguilar Burgarelli, Costa Rican journalist and spokesman of the Revolutionary Demo- 
cratic Front of El Salvador. 


Among other things, Aguilar said that the guerrilla movement is becoming more solid 
day by day and that a new guerrilla offensive will be carried out soon. He also 
said that the chief supplier of weapons for the guerrillas is the very army of 

El Salvador. 


Referring to the capcure of Colonel Majano, he indicated that although it is deplor- 
able, it would not mean--if it should be confirmed--a setback for the guerrillas, 
since he never was integrated with the Salvadorans who are bearing arms. 


Following is a transcription of the complete conversation with the Costa Rican 
colleague. 


[Question] Spokesmen of the Government Junta have repeatedly declared that the 
guerrilla movemert has failed in its design to seize power and that it is becoming 
weaker day by day. What is the version of the guerrilla's spokesmen? 


{Answer} On the contrary, the guerrilla is becoming stronger day by day and has 
also occupied some areas of the country, fortifying itself minute by minute in 
those freed districts, which include more than 25 percent of the Salvadoran country. 


The guerrillas are becoming so much stronger that soon they will carry out a 
new offensive, which the army of El Salvador possibly would not be in a position to 
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resist. That is why the United States has threatened to intervene, since it 
knows that the armed forces are not in a vosition by themselves to face a new 
guerrilla offensive. 


[Question] Are the guerrillas, wen, ready for that offensive? 


[Answer] Definitely. The guerrillas are prepared and in addition have the support 
of the ;eople. We should like to explain that at no time did Lhe guerrilla forces 
experience a decline in regard. They continue practically intact, strong, and with 
each day are more secure aud aware that, lamentably, only through this method--the 
only one possible at present--will the liberation of El Salvador be attained. 


| repeat again that the guerrillas are practically intact. The dead that are 
announced daily in El Salvador for the most part pertain to the population in 
general, especially the peasants. It is not the guerrilla soldiers who are killed, 
but the peasants who are murdered. 


[Question] Is the capture of Col Adolfo Majano a significant blow for the guer- 
rilla movement? 


[Answer] The fall of any opponent of dictatorship is always a blow. But Majano 

was never integrated with the guerrillas. His capture, therefore, while deplorable-- 
if confirmed--would not actually mean a setback for the guerrillas, since he was 
never a part of the Salvadorans who are bearing arms. 


With regard to his capture, it was not possible to confirm this completely because, 
although the government announced it and also stated that he was a prisoner in a 
suburb of San Salvador, the Guatemalan left for its part stated that seven persons 
were captured, among them possibly Colonel Majano, and that he supposedly was 
transferred to El Salvador and handed over to its authorities. 


[Question] Are there official figures regarding the number of political prisoners 
in Salvadoran prisons? 


[Answer] They can be counted in the hundreds. There are not too many, of course; 
but there are too many missing and murdered persons. The majority of the mentioned 
iundreds of political prisoners consist of teachers, university professors, or 
university students. There are no peasants. They kill the peasants. 


[Question] What kind of help does the extreme right that operates in El Salvador 
receive? 


[Answer] There are various rightist groups that operate in El Salvador with 
impunity. 


[Question] The Government Junta of El Salvador reported that the guerrilla move- 
ment in its country was manifestly of communist tendency. Are the Salvadorans 
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who are bearing arte specifically communtsate or membera of the Communist Party 
of that coun ~y? 


|Anawer] Absolutely not. The guerrilla front ie not communist. At the same time, 
it is 4 very broad front that includes extensive sectors of the population, 
including Salvadoran Christian Democracy, and aleo membera of other political 
parties that are far from defining themselves as communiet. 


[Question] The chairman of the United States Foreign Relations Committee did not 
discard the possibility of sending United States forces for the purpose of pre- 
venting the fall of the Government Junta of El Salvador. What would happen in 
the supposed case that the mentioned probability becomes a fact? 


[Anewer}] At present there are hundreds of United States military advisers who are 
operating in El Salvador. They in reality are precisely the ones who are directing 
the actions of the army. Faced with the ever obvious triumphs of the guerrillas, 
the United States threatened an invasion, or let ue say direct intervention. But 
we trust in the great strength of international solidarity to prevent that occu- 
pation by the United States in £1 Salvador. Important world powers that exert 
outstanding support in international affairs, as in the case of Germany, are abso- 
lutely opposed to that American intervention, and it is to be hoped that they will 
be heeded by the government of the United States. 


[Question] Comparatively speaking, is the equipment that the Salvadoran army 
possesses much more powerful than the equipment in the hande of the guerrilla 
fighters? 


[Anewer] Let us make it clear that the army has powerful and very modern equip- 
ment, sent by the United States in great quantity. But let us also explain that 
the guerrilla makes use of that same equipment of American origin, since in daily 
confrontations the movement takes possession of enemy weapons. The army is pre- 
cisely the chief supplier of the guerrillas. 


[Question] What localities in the Salvadoran country are occupied by the Revolu- 
tionary Democratic Front? 


[Anewer) In particular, the departments of Morazan, San Vicente, Zacatecoluca, 
and other localities. More than a fourth of El Salvador is directly in the hands 
of the Revolutionary Front. 


[Question] Has the presence of foreigners been noted among the guerrilla ranks? 


[Anewer| No. At no time has it been possible to prove this. The Government 
Junta, which has the means of communication at hand, has released such statements 
to the world. It is important to emphasize that it is the Salvadoran pcople, 
through the organized guerrillas, that fight for the definitive liberation of 

El Salvador. Only one case was reported of a foreigner who has been incorporated 
in the national ranks of the guerrillas. 
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[Question] The president of the Government Junta, Jose Napoleon Duarte, told 
EL DLA that the guerrilla movement lacks popular support, especially because of 
ite political thesis on behalf of the future restoration of a totalitarian regime, 


[Question] Napoleon Duarte's statements have no basis. Popular support for 

the guerrillas is obvious and was proved months ago by the big demonstrations of 
protest and by the partial strikes for solidarity with the left and the guerrillas. 
It is necessary to make clear that at present any kind of popular demonstration 

is forcibly repressed. 


With respect to all of those types of ieme which the junta utilizes to accuse the 
Revolutionary Front with words that are reiterated excessively, such as communiem, 
Matxiem, or totalitarianiem, we say that it is simply a tactic to obtain the 
support from the United States that is so necessary to the government. At no time 
have the guerrillas declared their adherence to Marxiem, since that movement incor-~ 
porates very great sectors of the people. 


Let us explain. Duarte, as president, is only an instrument of the Salvadoran 
military, who in turn serve the interests of the Salvadoran oligarchy. The hidden 
plan of the left, the right, and the junta, and the president in the center 
seeking the pacification of the country, is absolutely falee. The Salvadoran plan 
is: on the one hand, the people's sectors are seeking their independence and 
their freedom; and, on the other hand, the government is murdering the people and 
protecting the interests of the oligarchy. 


[Question] President Duarte also stated that the program of the Government Junta 
is being carried out. He stated that the agrarian reform is comprehensive, and 
that day by day it is being increasingly consolidated. Does the guerrilla movement 
acknowledge that governmental task? 


[Answer] When they announced an agrarian reform, they made some attempts at 
expropriation and distribution of land. However, much of the land that was taken 
from those landowners has been returned to them. That agrarian reform has turned 
out to be a total failure. This statement was not made by the guerrilla, nor the 
left. It was reported by the highest ecclesiastic authorities of El Salvador. 


[Question] What is the general opinion in Costa Rica regarding the Salvadoran 
events? 


[Answer] The people have great sympathy and solidarity for the guerrilla movement 
in El Salvador. 
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COUNTRY SECTION PARAGUAY 


DETAINEES’ FATE, RELEASE DEMANDS 
Journalists’ Communique 
PY261450 Asuncion ULTIMA HORA in Spanish 27 Mar 81 p 10 


[Text] The Union of Paraguayan Journaliste has released a communique 
addressed to the national authorities and the people. In this note the 
organization reiterated ite concern over the lack of information about 

the statue of journalists Hernande Sevilla, Juan Andres Cardozo and 

Felix Ruiz, founding members of ‘the union, and Mr Eduardo Himbert, relative 
of the above-mentioned Ruiz. The communique stated that it is not certain 
whether Himbert is under arrest or not. 


The communique quoted from the newspaper SENDTRO, organ of the Paraguayan 
Episcopal Conference, giving support, among other things, to the following 
paragraph: “Carrying justice outside ite natural environment entails the 
serious danger of using unorthodox methods which have been known as torture 
for ages. Our civilized world now prides itself on having left the times 
of obscurantiem well behind. It looks upon those times as a historical 
hightmare. It has shed light upon darkness. It has given back man his 
freedom and it has eradicated every kind of slavery, including torture. 


The methodology of torture is crude, its characteristics are crude and the 
doctrines which advocate it are crude, Those who defend torture are either 
madmen or sadiste. Whatever the case may be, they should be separated 

from society because they will never learn to live and coexist in it.” 

The Union of Paraguayan Journalists concluded by conveying its gratitude 

to organizations, persons and news media who have evidenced their solidarity 
toward the union and its affected members. 


The executive board of the authentic radical Liberal Party has also released 


4 communique stating that "the press has been the favorite victim in recent 
months.” 


Call for Release 
PY272123 Paris AFP in Spanieh 0514 GMT 27 Mar 81 
[Text] Caracas, 26 Mar (AFP)--Joel Cazal, director of the magazine KOEYU 
LATINOAMERICANO, which specializes in denouncing human rights violations, 


today made a call here for the release of Professor Antonio Maidana who is 
under arrest in his country after being arrested in Argentina. 


2k 








Casal reported that Maidana and union leader Emilio Roa had been detained 
in Buenos Aires and then handed over to Paraguayan officials, 


lie expressed fear for the life of the detainee and the urgent need to intensify 
the struggle of all solidarity organizations and humanitarian persons in the 
world to try save hie life, 


Maidana was freed from Paraguayan jaile } months ago after having been jailed 
for 20 years, 


Casal termed Maidana a man who fights against fasciem and for world peace. 


The magazine often engages in denouncing violations of human rights in southern 
cone countries with authoritarian regimes, 
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COUNTRY SECTION PERU 


STUDY SHOWS BUYING POWER RISE FAILS TO BENEFIT PUBLIC SECTOR 
Lima BEL COMERCIO in Spanish 23 Peb 81 p 1 


(Text) Wages and salaries have come to increase at a higher rate than prices and 
thereby they are recovering their buying power. This is positive but not ideal, 
because inflation is probably being “assimilated” but not stopped. 


This evaluation is made by ANALISIS LABORAL, a publication specializing in socio- 
economic and legal aspects. It points out that wages and salaries “have touched 
bottom" already and are beginning to emerge, when it comments on the 1980 year-end 
financial report. 


Taking as base the 1973 salary structure, it states that the loss of buying power 
from that time to the present is very well known. Workers on minimum wage have 
suffered the least loss, followed by private sector workers, private sector white- 
collar workers and finally government employees who are still the ones most af- 
fected. 


it states that the fact that it is going back to the 1973 structure is to propose 
that public sector pay should again become higher than private sector pay and it 
is very difficult that this kind of situation will occur. 


In this connection, the policy of general indiscriminate increases does not improve, 
but, rather, accentuates these inequalities. Ideas like homologation of public 
sector employees and compensation by means of a differentiated handling of budget- 
ary posts may improve this aspect, inasmuch as the public sector is still viewed as 
& nonproductive entity. On the other hand, in the private sector, the productivity 
of the different branches is probably what makes its differences. 


ANALISIS LABORAL also points out that, in view of the obvious impossibility of 
recovering, in the short term, the buying power of the 1973 pay levels, some al- 
ternative goals come to mind that can improve the statement of the problem, if the 
official assumption that 198! inflation will be only 40 percent is upheld. 


Minimum wages must tend to keep their real value (in buying power) stable. Elemen- 
tary social considerations support this position. If the trends in its readjust- 
ment are maintained in the present year, the minimum living wage may reach 80 or 

90 percent of its real value and even recover it, at least with regard to its 1973 
value, it states. 





Private sector wages require a monthly increase of 2,788 soles (or 8,365 soles a 
quarter), so that they will have returned to 80 percent of the 1973 level by the 
end of 1981, This goal is not yet in the realm of possibility for some sectors, 
like, for example, industry and retail trade, but, nevertheless, it might approach 
75 percent. 


At the same time, the economic policy should, on its part, promote an increase in 
production and productivity. Somewhat more ambitious goals, like a 20-percent in- 
crease in real value (90.4 percent of 1973) or recovery of 10 percent of the 1973 
value, require a considerably greater effort (quarterly increases of 11,293 or 
13,995 soles), in the opinion of the periodical. 


The problem is greater for private sector white-collar workers, it states. The 
smallest of the proposals <= to increase the present real index of their pay by 

20 percent <= requires increases of 19,082 soles each quarter, thus reaching 74 
percent of their 1973 buying power. This cannot be achieved in practice. The 

real value of their pay may probably improve, but at the most by an optimistic 10 
percent. “It should be noted that we are still in the area of supposition (and that 
the assumption of 40 percent inflation is an official assumption) ," ANALISIS LABORAL 
states. 





But the sector causing most concern is still the public employee sector, because 
when its buying power was reduced so drastically, any recovery effort is difficult. 
For the sake of clarity, it must be pointed out that reduction of the rea. salary 
to 40 percent, does not necessarily mean a 60-percent loss in goods and services 
that any public sector workers might have bought in 1973, the publication states. 


This loss may have occurred for a specific sector, but it should also be realized 
that the internal structure of the system has changed. The best qualified persons 
(with the highest pay) have emigrated and expansion of the bureaucracy contin- 
ued to be carried out in 1973-1976 on the basis of the lowest school grades. The 
1973 public administration is not the 1980 public dministration. Part of the 
average variations are due extensively to an increase in personnel with low pay. 
The phenomenon deserves greater attention and a better study by thos who have the 
information and, therefore, the power and duty to investigate the matter. It 
would be very interesting to study the behavior of the worker's real income in the 
public sector depending on years of service, the periodical states. 


At any rate, the situation of the public sector cannot cease being of concern to 
the government and to the country because it appears to be less serious, especially 
because its outlook is not very encouraging, it added. 
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Key: 1. Metropolitan Lima; 2. Rea) value of wages and salaries, 1973-1980; 3. soles; 
4. government sector; 5. white-collar workers; 6. blue-collar workers; 7. minimum 
wages; 8. year; 9. ANALISIS LABORAL estimates; 10. prepared by ANALISIS LABORAL; 

11. Sources: Ministry of Labor, General Directorate of Employment, survey of es- 
tablishments with 10 or more workers, 1973-1978 INP-ONE [National Planning Institute- 
National Bureau of Statistics] Statistical Report. 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


PR°MIER FINDS BRIGHT SPOTS LN COALITION'S FIRST YEAR 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 28 Feb 81 p 3 





[Text] BASSETERRE, St Kills, developing 650 acres of land on 
Friday, ‘CANA) — St. Kittle the south known as 
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COUNTRY SECTION ST LUCIA 


ANTHONY RESIGNS CABINET POST IN FACE OF LOUISY-ODLUM RIFT 
Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 2 Mar 81 p 3 


[Text] Castries, St. Lucia, Sunday, (CANA)--St Lucia's Minister of Education 
and Culture, Kenny Anthony, yesterday said he had tendered his resignation to 
the acting Governor-General Boswell Williams, and Prime Minister Allan Louisy. 


The resignation takes effect from March 31, according to a statement Mr Anthony 
released to the Press. 


In making the decision to resign, Mr Anthony explained to the Prime Minister that 
he could not carry out his responsibilities in the context of the resurfacing of 
the party leadership dispute between Mr Louisy and his Foreign Minister, George 
Od Lum. 


The party is split, almost down the middle, with one faction asking Mr Louisy to 
step down. 


Mr Anthony said he had decided to resume studies at the University of the West 
Indies (UWI) for a Masters Degree in political science. 


This is the second time that Mr Anthony has resigned from the Ministry over the 
leadership issue. In 1979, Mr Anthony shelved further studies at the university 
after he was called for Cabinet service in the wake of the St Lucia Labour Party 
victory at the polls. But in mid-1980 he resigned. After the two factions in 
the Labour Party agreed to settle their differences, he decided to re-enter the 
government. 
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COUNTRY SECTLON ST LUCIA 


TOURTSM FALLS OFF; LITTLE HOPE SEEN FOR IMPROVEMENT 

Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 23 Feb 81 p 8 

[Article by Guy Ellis] 

[Excerpts] Castries, St. Lucia, Sunday, (CANA)--St Lucia's vital tourist indus- 
try, which one year ago was at the take-off stage for a second boom, is now on 


the decline and officials here are mounting a massive advertising and promotional 
drive to try to reverse the slump. 





Last November, Hotels' Association President Bill Stewart announced that hotel 
occupancy figures had fallen for the first time in four years to an average of 
67.3 per cent. 


By early this month, the picture had deteriorated to such an extent that Stewart 
described the industry's future as "dismal," adding that things were so serious 
rhat the association was regarding 1981 and possibly next year as a matter of 
"fighting for survival." 


Tourism is the second largest employment-generating activity on the island, 
after agriculture, with some 2 600 persons employed directly within that sector 
and as many as twice that number engaged in providing ancillary services. 


But now economic recession in the major tourist markets is taking its toll on 
the industry. According to Stewart, hotel occupancy figures dropped by 19.6 
per cent last year. He attributed the decline to recession and the effects of 
Hurricane Allen which ravaged the island last August. 


According to him, recession has already caused the bankruptcy of the third 
largest tour operator in West Germany, Terramar, which collapsed last December 
leaving a large »umber of unpaid bills here. 


The Terramar story is not the onlv bit of bad news. The British travel group, 
Pegasus Holidays, has cut its flights here from one weekly to one fortnightly. 
A Swiss charter programme has ceased and a similar programme from the lucrative 
German market will end after Easter. 


There have been only sprinklings of good news to offset the bad. British Air- 
ways scrapped its 707 jet service to the island last October in favour of the 
747s. 
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And Tourian Minister George Odlum, who recently headed a mission to Canada was 
able to succesafully negotiate with Wardair, one of that country's biggest air- 
lines, to inaugurate scheduled services to St Lucia from Toronto next October. 


This latter development has been hailed here as a significant breakthrough. 
For over seven years St Lucia had been trying to secure regular services out 
of Canada which accounts for some 38 per cent of its tourist traffic. 


Said Odlum; “Direct access to St Lucia from Canadian gateways is expected to 
give a rapid boost to tourism travel between the two countries." 


The election pledge by the government to encourage more tourist facilities 
owned by nationals has also been bearing fruit. 
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COUNTRY SECTION ST LUCIA 


BRIEFS 


LOUISY ON LAND TENURE--Castries, St. Lucia, Monday (CANA)--St Lucian Prime 
Minister Allan Louisy yesterday identified the existing land tenure system 
here as the most serious obstacle to the island's economic development. Mr 
Louisy said in an independence day message broadcast here, this system is ad- 
versely affecting development of 64 per cent of the total land area of the 
country, and he promised governmental action to put this right. "We cannot 
allow this millstone to continue to hang around the neck of the development 
of more than half the total land area of our country...my government promised 
in its election manifesto to tackle this problem and to work towards its solu- 
tion, and we are Coing so," said Mr Louisy. He added that specialists who 
have studied the problem have confirmed that its solution is important to the 
future development of St. Lucia. But he said that the solution would require 
“expenditure of enormous resources of manpower and material" over a period of 
years. "We have already embarked on finding those resources. If we succeed 
in our efforts there--from our developments will at last be removed a major 
constraint ."' said Mr Louisy. [Excerpt] [Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 

24 Feb 81 p 3] 
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COUNTRY SECTION ST VINCENT 


BRIEFS 


NEW SUGAR CROP--Kingston, St. Vincent, Sunday (UPI)--St. Vincent, whose 19th 
century economy depended on sugar, is harvesting its first sugar crop in 10 
years. The former British colony began growing sugar in the 19th century but 
stopped in 1962 because production was too inefficient. But the government 
decided to renew sugar production, builuing a 10 000-metric ton refinery, to 
supply domestic demand and provide employment. The factory will also provide 
molasses for local rum production. Officials say the mill will begin crushing 
March 4 and expect to produce 2 000 tons this year, rising to 5 000 tons by 
1983. [Text] [Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 2 Mar 81 p 3] 
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COUNTRY SECTION TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


STATE-OWNED SUGAR COMPANY FACES CONTINUING LOSSES 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 24 Feb 81 p 4 


[Text] Even if State-owned Caroni (1975) Limited produced all the sugar tar- 
geted in 1981, the company would lose well over $100 million at present wage 
rates. 


Increased wages and salaries, justifably called for, will double these losses. 


That was stated recently by Mr Gordon Maingot, Acting Chief Executive Officer 
of the company, while addressing senior staff employees. 


According to the CARONI NEWS the company has been sustaining heavy losses 
every year since 1976 amounting cumulatively to $290 million up to 1980. 


In 1980 alone the company lost $144 million. At the moment the company owes 
the Government $318 million in addition to loans to the World Bank amounting to 
$19 million. 


Mr Maingot said that it is projected that over the next five years the company 
would lose at least $1.2 billion, calculated in 1980 terms. 


He said the only way they could break even in the present and projected market 
environment for their products is by cutting their costs of production in half, 
or by prices going above (TT) $2,500 per ton. 


"Both these appear utterly impossible in our given circumstances,’ Mr Maingot 
added. 


Apart from the Board, “none of us can look upon this situation with complete 
silence, not Government, not the unions, not you the employees, not myself; 
in short, the reality is that Caroni cannot survive in its present form. It 
is manifestly unmanagerable,"' he stated. [as published] 


Mr Maingot outlined the alternative proposals: 
--The immediate closure of all operations and the importation of sugar. The 


country requires 60,000 tons of sugar annually which will cost over $100 mil- 
lion including freight; 
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Obtaining 4 guarante from Government for the provision of funda totalling 
between $1,125 million and up to $1,500 million over the next five years plus 
capital for investment of the order of $150 million, 


‘The urgent introduction of a substantial esatructuring of the way in which 
the sugar industry ie organised in order that the prospects «f solvency of the 
industry could be improved, 


He said that unless someone can come up with a better alternative than in the 
third one, then it seems that thie is the direction which will be taken, 
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COUNTRY SECTION TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


FEDCHEM WORKERS TO RETURN FOLLOWING MINISTRY ULTIMATUM 
Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 21 Feb 81 p 3 


[Text] Port-of-Spain, Trinidad, Friday (CANA)--Temporary accord has been reached 
in the lengthy dispute at Trinidad and Tobago's big fertiliser plant--Federation 
Chemicals. 


The estimated 425 workers resumed work yesterday after being away from their 
jobs since November, when negotiations for a new three-year collective wage 
agreement broke down. 


The Oilfield Workers Trade Union and management of the company were given until 
yesterday to resolve the dispute, or face an industrial court order. 


The ultimatum came from Minister of Labour, Senator Desmond Cartey who threatened 
to order the strikers back to their jobs. 


The workers were also demanding the nationalisation of the plant, a joint venture 
between American private sector interests and the Trinidad and Tobago Government. 


Government has a 10 per cent shareholding. 


FEDCHEM's management argues that it could not nationalise because the company 
is already committed to the Trinidad and Tobago Government on several other 
joint venture projects. 


During the strike several other industries came to a standstill. These included 
some of the local soft drink canning plants and the desulfurisation plant at 
the Texaco 011 Company. 


The temporary accord gives the workers the option to resume work on the com- 
pany's Savonetta plant in central Trinidad, while further negotiations continue 
between the two parties. 


The Oilfield Workers Trade Union is demanding a 50 per cent wage increase and 
better safety arrangements on the plant. The management is offering a 30 per 
cent wage increase and have stated that there is enough safety equipment on 
the central plant. 
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